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	Detail
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	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-2027

	Date this summary was published
	July 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Melissa Johnston

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	N/A

	Name of local music hub 
	North Lincolnshire Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	N/A



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	At Bottesford Infant School, we aim for every child to develop a deep understanding and love of music during their time with us. Music teaching is active, engaging, and empowering, providing children with opportunities to explore, perform, create, and respond to music with confidence and joy.
We follow the Sing Up Music Programme, which provides a carefully sequenced and progressive scheme of learning from Early Years through to Key Stage 1. The programme ensures that all pupils experience the full breadth of musical learning through the key strands of pitch, pulse, rhythm, and tempo. These concepts are revisited regularly, enabling children to deepen their understanding over time and build secure musical knowledge and skills.
Music is taught by class teachers or teaching assistants, with flexibility in how lessons are scheduled to best meet the needs of each year group. Lessons may be taught weekly or delivered in blocks; however, all year groups follow the sequence and number of lessons outlined within the Sing Up Programme each term. This ensures consistency, progression, and high-quality coverage across the school.
Each term, children learn a bank of year-group songs linked to their Sing Up unit, which are revisited regularly to build confidence, musicality, and enjoyment in singing. In addition, a new hymn is introduced in assembly each half term and practised within classes, further developing pupils’ repertoire and appreciation of music.
In Key Stage 1, each Sing Up unit begins with focused singing sessions, during which pupils learn songs and develop vocal skills. Children then explore and appraise carefully selected pieces of music from a range of genres, styles, cultures, and historical periods. Through practical, exploratory lessons, pupils develop their understanding of key musical concepts and vocabulary while engaging in creative music-making activities.
Children are given regular opportunities to compose, improvise, perform, and evaluate music, both individually and collaboratively. They learn how to record their ideas and reflect on their compositions, developing as thoughtful and confident young musicians. At the end of each unit, pupils independently listen to and appraise music, enabling staff to assess their understanding and progress in the term’s focus areas. Instruments are readily available throughout lessons, allowing children to experiment with sound and accompany their singing and compositions.
Singing is embedded throughout daily school life. From their earliest days in school, children are encouraged to use their voices confidently and expressively. We also offer a singing club each term, shaped by pupils’ interests, providing additional opportunities for children to develop their musical skills and enthusiasm for performance.
Children study musicians from a diverse range of backgrounds, cultures, genres, and time periods. They are encouraged to develop personal preferences, discuss their opinions, and respond thoughtfully to the music they encounter. Through the Sing Up Programme and wider musical experiences, pupils gain an understanding of music as a universal form of expression while celebrating both local musicians and the rich diversity of the wider world.
SEND adaptations are carefully considered and implemented to ensure that every child can access, participate in, and enjoy musical learning. These adaptations are reviewed regularly and tailored to meet individual needs, ensuring that all pupils can thrive as musicians.


[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	We believe that music should extend beyond the classroom and be a joyful, inclusive part of school life. We provide a wide range of opportunities for pupils to sing, play, and explore music outside of formal lessons, supporting their creativity and confidence.
All three year groups are invited to attend an after-school Creative Club, which combines music and art. Sessions are child-led, following pupils’ interests—whether that is learning new songs, exploring instruments, or creating collaborative performances. This club runs every other half term and is open to all pupils.
Throughout the year, children take part in termly opportunities for massed singing, often linked to school and community celebrations such as Harvest Festival, Christmas services, and Easter celebrations. Singing also plays a daily role in school life. Children sing as they enter and leave assemblies and take part in a dedicated singing assembly each week. These sessions develop healthy vocal technique, confidence, and musicality through a wide range of songs and genres.
Singing is used across the curriculum to enhance learning in other subjects. Songs and rhymes support both new learning and retrieval practice, helping children to remember key knowledge in an active and engaging way. This approach also strengthens pupils’ oracy skills, one of our key school drivers, by promoting clear speech, rhythm, and expression.
Music and movement are encouraged during unstructured times. On the playground, children can access a sound system that allows them to sing and dance freely with their peers. This promotes creativity, self-expression, and social interaction in a joyful, inclusive environment.
Through this wide range of co-curricular opportunities, pupils continue to develop their musical confidence, performance skills, and enjoyment of music, supporting progress beyond the core curriculum and fostering a lifelong love of musical participation.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	We believe that music is a vital part of school life and that all children should experience the joy of performing, listening to, and participating in live music. We provide a wide range of musical events and experiences that enrich the curriculum, broaden cultural understanding, and strengthen our school community.
Children take part in a dedicated weekly singing assembly, where they learn and perform a variety of songs from different styles, genres, and traditions. Singing is also embedded throughout daily classroom life. Children regularly revisit their termly songs and use music across the curriculum to support learning and retrieval. For example, songs are used in Big Maths and other curriculum areas to reinforce key knowledge and aid retention, meaning that children sing regularly as part of their everyday learning experience.
Each year, children have opportunities to perform for parents, carers, and the wider community. These include events such as Harvest Festival celebrations, the Nativity, and the Year 2 Leavers’ Concert. Performances are also shared with other pupils across the school, allowing children to experience live music both as performers and audience members. Year 2 pupils additionally attend the Junior School’s leavers’ production, supporting their transition to the next stage of their educational journey.
All children participate in the local Music Hub’s Big Sing event, learning and performing songs as part of a massed choir alongside pupils from other schools. Where possible, children attend and perform in person, although virtual participation ensures that all pupils can continue to take part when required.
We further enhance our music curriculum through visiting musicians, performers, and specialist workshops linked to class projects and wider cultural learning. Recent experiences have included a live performance by the North Lincolnshire Staff Band for the whole school, giving children the opportunity to experience and respond to live music performed by skilled musicians. Year 2 pupils also take part in musical taster days linked to their curriculum topics, providing opportunities to explore a range of instruments, musical styles, and performance experiences. These enrichment opportunities broaden pupils’ musical understanding and inspire curiosity and enthusiasm for music. As part of our recent Bastille Day celebrations, children had the opportunity to learn and perform French songs, introducing them to another language through music. This experience helped to develop their cultural awareness, listening skills, and confidence while demonstrating how music can connect people across different countries and traditions.
Through these rich musical experiences, children develop confidence, teamwork, resilience, and performance skills. They gain an appreciation of music from different cultures and traditions while experiencing the shared enjoyment and sense of achievement that music can bring.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	-Further staff training in music to ensure our staff are upskilled in music
-Greater access to live performances for the children, for example watching the band at our local secondary school and having access to performances through the junior school now we are federated
-Offer music tuition to our children to further in still a passion for music through our local hub
-Continue to build on our after school creative club to ensure the children who enjoy music have time to pursue this out of school, this could also possibly lead to a school choir
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]-A dedicated space within school for children to practise and explore music should they so wish, for example a once week musical activity area on the playground


Further information (optional)
	We are committed to continually developing our music provision to ensure that all children experience high-quality, inspiring, and inclusive musical learning. Looking ahead, we aim to further strengthen our offer through the following priorities:
Further staff training in music to develop confidence and expertise across the school
We aim to provide additional professional development opportunities for staff to further strengthen the quality of music teaching across the school. This will ensure that all adults delivering music lessons feel confident in teaching musical concepts, leading singing activities, and supporting children’s musical development. Ongoing training will help staff build their subject knowledge and make the most effective use of the Sing Up programme, ensuring a consistently high-quality music curriculum for all pupils.
Increase opportunities for children to experience live music performances
We recognise the value of children experiencing live music and the inspiration this can provide. As part of our federation, we aim to develop stronger links with the Junior School and local secondary schools, creating opportunities for pupils to attend performances and concerts. This may include watching the band at our local secondary school, attending school productions, and accessing performances organised through our federation partners. These experiences will broaden children’s musical horizons and deepen their appreciation of performance and musicianship.
Expand access to instrumental tuition through our local Music Hub
We would like to increase opportunities for pupils to learn a musical instrument through partnerships with our local Music Hub. By promoting and facilitating access to instrumental tuition, we hope to encourage more children to develop practical musical skills and discover a lifelong enjoyment of music. We will continue to explore ways to ensure these opportunities are accessible and inclusive for all pupils.
Further develop our after-school Creative Club and explore the creation of a school choir
Our Creative Club provides valuable opportunities for children to pursue their interests in music and the arts beyond the curriculum. We aim to continue developing this provision in response to children's interests, providing regular opportunities for singing, music-making, performance, and creative expression. As participation grows, we will explore the possibility of establishing a school choir, enabling children with a particular passion for singing to perform more regularly both within school and in the wider community.
Create dedicated opportunities and spaces for independent musical exploration
We would like to develop dedicated spaces and opportunities where children can independently engage with music outside of lesson times. This could include a weekly music activity area on the playground, access to instruments during selected times, or music-focused lunchtime activities. Providing opportunities for children to experiment, perform, and collaborate informally will help nurture creativity, confidence, and a love of music throughout the school environment.
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